Case 1: Mr B P, aged 36, presented with renal colic. His plasma calcium was 106-114 mg/ 100 ml. A 400 mg chief cell adenoma was excised from the middle of the right lobe of the thyroid.
Case 2: Mrs E S, aged 62, has three children with hyperparathyroidism. Her plasma calcium was found to be 13 8-16-7 mg/100 ml. A chief cell adenoma weighing 241 g was present in the upper part of the thymus, with a 25 mg right superior oxyphil adenoma.
Scanninig: After one week of triiodothyronine and a low-calcium diet, pre-operative parathyroid scans were performed serially after injection of 76Se-selenomethionine (Potchen et al. 1967) . The scan of Case 1 (Fig 1) showed increased uptake to the right of the midline in the middle of the thyroid, corresponding to the adenoma found. The scan of Case 2 (Fig 2) showed an area of increased uptake above the suprasternal notch which appeared to correspond to the larger adenoma -the other was not shown.
Discussion
The success of scanning does not appear to depend upon activity, but bears some relation to Clin N. Amer. 5,%) 267vr,th
